40                        Sticking to a party.              [Au
sensible of it. He had the ordinary advantages of tion; but he chose to pursue that oratory which is : mob1.' BOSWELL. ' He had great effect on the pa: JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, I don't think so. He could n resent a succession of pathetic images. He vociferate made an impression. There, again, was a mind like ; mer.' Dr. Johnson now said, a certain eminent p friend of ours3 was wrong, in his maxim of sticking to tain set of men on all occasions. ' I can see that a me do right to stick to a party (said he;) that is to say, Whig, or he is a Tory, and he thinks one of those upon the whole the best, and that to make it pre must be generally supported, though, in particulars : be wrong. He takes its faggot of principles, in whicl are fewer rotten sticks than in the other, though sor ten sticks to be sure; and they cannot well be sep But, to bind one's self to one man, or one set of mer may be right to-day and wrong to-morrow,) withoi general preference of system, I must disapprove3.'
1 ' Powerful preacher as he was,' writes Southey, ' he had strength nor acuteness of intellect, and his written composit; nearly worthless.' Southey's Wesley, i. 323. See ante, ii. 91.
3 Mr. Burke.   'See ante, ii. 255, 326, note 3, and iii. 52.
3 If due attention were paid to this observation, there w> more virtue, even in politicks. What Dr. Johnson justly cone has, I am sorry to say, greatly increased in the present reign, distance of four years from this conversation, 2ist February, i Lord Archbishop of York, in his ' sermon before the Society Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,' thus indignai scribes the then state of parties :—
' Parties once had a principle belonging to them, absurd \ and indefensible, but still carrying a notion of duty, by which
rm'nrlc iniolit <=-nc;iHr hf> rniio-Vit